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Task of the Church / Nurture of God’s People
   



            
           Lecture 4

Title: Pastoral Nurture/General Congregational Nurture
Purpose: To instruct the hearers that congregational nurture is a vital aspect of the church’s nurture and motivate them to do it.
Introduction

1. We have seen that the church’s task of nurturing itself has two dimensions – pastoral nurture and congregational nurture. In our previous lectures, we have considered pastoral nurture. Now we move to consider the other dimension – congregational nurture. 
2. In studying the biblical witness concerning congregation nurture, two categories of thought emerges. There is what I call as 1) General Congregational Nurture. Then there is also what I call as 2) Specialized Congregational Nurture – the matter of gifts. In this session, we will consider the first – General Congregational Nurture.  
3. Now, in studying the biblical witness concerning general congregational nurture, the pattern I see in Scriptures is similar to pastoral nurture. There is 1) ministering God’s word to one another. 2) praying for one another. 
Trans:
Let us consider the first dimension.

I.
MINISTERING GOD’S WORD TO ONE ANOTHER
A.
The Biblical Witness

1.
Eph 4:11-16 (READ).
a.
According to Paul, the exulted Christ has given to His church ministers of His word in order to equip the saints for the work of service to the building up of the church. 
b.
But what is foundational to that work of service needful in the building up of the church? v. 15 (READ) – that is central or foundational. The work of service that the saints need to be equipped by ministers of God’s word for the building of the saints has particularly to do with their ability to speak the truth in love. This ability to speak to the truth in love is foundational to that work of service needful for the growth of the body of Christ – the church.
c.
And what “truth” does Paul here have in mind? The context indicates that Paul has in mind revelatory truth that has now been preserved to us in the Scriptures – vv. 13-15 (READ). So clear from the context is that the truth that the saints must learn to speak in love for the growth of the body refers to God’s revelatory truth preserved to us now in our completed Bibles.
d.
Without the knowledge of the truth, it would be impossible for the members to build each other up. And without the ability to speak that truth in love (and not in hate and carnal anger and bitterness and pride), it would be impossible for the members to build each other up. The members must be equipped for work of service for the building of the body and central to that work of service is speaking the truth in love. 
e.
Example: Two depressed Christian wives who are members of the church talking to one another. One complains, “It is so difficult and depressing to be a wife. It is our responsibility to submit and the man to lead. What if my husband makes a bad financial decision, I too will have to suffer and not just him.” Then the other also complains, “I think you are right. It is not pleasant to be a wife. Why did God have to assign to the woman the duty to submit? It is frightening. I feel so helpless and vulnerable.” If that will be the line of conversation, will they be able to build each other up spirituality? No. Unless one is able to speak the truth of God’s word about this issue and speak that truth in love, then there will be no building up in the faith.  
f.
Therefore, foundational to the work of service that the saints need to be equipped for the building up of the church is that ability to speak the truth of God’s word in love. And this work of service is not just for the pastors to do, this is what pastors must equip the saints to do so that they might be able to build each other up.  
2.
Heb 3:12-14 (READ)
a.
Sin is deceitful. And it is by means of the deceitfulness of sin that the heart is hardened. “It is ok. No problem. It is only a little thing. The Lord will understand. I can indulge in this sin. In fact, it may not really be sin after all. Maybe I am just too scrupulous. ”

b
Now, what is the way to counteract the hardening of the heart through the deceitfulness of sin? Encouraging one another. And the word “encouraging” parakale,w has a wide variety of meaning. It means to summon, to exhort, to urge, to cheer, to encourage, to beg. The same word is use to describe this letter in Heb 13:22 (READ). This sanctified activity of encouraging one another is the means to counteract the hardening of the heart through the deceitfulness of sin.   
c.
And this encouraging of one another must be done continually and habitually. – “day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today’.” It is something that must continue and must never come to a stop for as long as Christ has still not returned.
d.
And how do we encourage one another? Primary by relating and applying the Scriptures to our experiences and circumstances, our trials and temptations.
f.
So this text shows us the necessity of congregational nurture that focuses on ministering God’s word to one another. This work is not just a work pastors must engage. This is the work of all members of the church and it is essential for the preservation of the members unto final salvation.

3.
1Thess 5:14 (READ)
a.
These words are not addressed to a limited few but to all Christians.

b.
And note the variedness in the way we are to deal with Christians with different problems and in different conditions. We do not cheer up the unruly; we admonish them. We are not to rebuke the fainthearted; we encourage them. We are not to rebuke the weak; we are to help them. And since change may not be immediate but requires time, we must exercise patience with everyone. There is no place for carnal anger whatsoever. For the anger of man does not accomplish the righteousness that God requires.

c.
So the special contribution of this text with respect to congregational nurture appropriateness in our approach to fellow members who have different problems or are in different conditions. Our approach must appropriately suit for what Christian really need in order to minister to that person.
4.
Rom 15:14 (READ)

a.
The word “admonish” nouqete,w could also be translated “counsel”. It is the word Jay Adams used to describe his view of counseling. 
b.
Why is Paul convinced that these believers in Rome are able to admonish or counsel one another? Because these believers have two of things that they need to be able to do the work? The first item is  goodness – “full of goodness”. Without this goodness, your dealings with other members will never be right. If we are filled with bitterness and malice, carnal anger and hatred, jealousy and envy, then we will not be able to properly admonish one another. Goodness is necessary, if you to properly do the work of admonishing. 
c.
The second item essential to admonishing is knowledge – “filled with all knowledge”. Without the knowledge of Scriptures, how can you really admonish or counsel a fellow member properly? To be able to admonish, you must be filled with all knowledge. 
d.
Thus Christians must study the bible and learn how to use it in concrete situations.
e.
So the special contribution of this text to congregational nurture is that goodness and knowledge are essential to the ability to admonish.  

5.
Col 3:16 (READ)
a. This passage shows that if we are to teach and admonish one another, then Christ’s word must dwell richly in our hearts. 
b. Moreover, this teaching and admonishing one another must be done with all wisdom. For without wisdom we will not be able to use properly the word of Christ in concrete situations and in a helpful way. The members need wisdom.
c. Furthermore, this passage shows that under the influence of word of Christ, Christians, using Psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, are to sing with gratitude in their hearts to God. 
d. So this passage shows the centrality of Christ’s word in Christian fellowship and nurture. It regulates everything we do in our dealings one with another. 

6.
Tit 2:3-5 (READ)
a. Older women must fulfill a positive role in the church; they must “teach what is good”. By personal word and example, they must teach what is morally good, noble, and attractive.
b. The reference here is not to public instruction because not all women have the gift of publicly teaching other women (as implies in many passages of Scriptures. This teaching refers to that private function of a woman in the home. 

c. Then Paul list seven characteristics that older women must encourage or school younger women to do. 
d. Note that the encouraging or training of younger women is the duty, not of Titus, but older women, qualified to do the work by position and character. This is their peculiar duty and responsibility in the church

B.
The Practical Implications 

1.
The idea that all that a healthy church needs is a strong pastoral ministry is defective. The church needs more than pastoral nurture; there must also be congregational nurture. The two must go hand in hand.

2.
The church whose members are ignorant of the Bible will be able to build itself. Love and goodness is never enough, although both are essential. 
a.
The members need more than goodness and love; they have to know the truth of God’s word, if they are to build each other up. 
b.
And this is something that all members of the church must know. Knowing the Scripture is not optional. It is vital. 
c.
Thus, attendance to the stated meetings of the church for public instruction must be emphasized.

3.
The church whose members have knowledge but lacks love and goodness will not be able to build itself. 

a.
When knowledge of the truth is divorced from love and goodness, it will destroy (1Cor 8:1). You can become very proud, very critical, very unkind, and very judgmental. Since you know enough of the Bible, you can easily spot errors in thinking of others, and you can easily spot faults in others. And unless you have love and goodness, your knowledge of the truth will only destroy rather than build. 

b.
And the Scriptures stress this elsewhere. 1Pet 4:5 (READ) – without fervent love, you will not be able to cover a multitude of sin; gossip, slander, quarreling, bitterness, malice, will so easily erupt. Col 3:14 (READ) – church members differ in degree of knowledge and maturity – the only bond to keep them together so that they can grow together is love. 
b.
And this is something all the members must know. The more they grow in knowledge, the more should they also grow in love and be more filled with goodness that they might be able to admonish and build each other up. 
Trans:  But that is only the first dimension of congregational nurture. Another dimension of congregational nurture is...

II.
PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER

A.
The Key Text: James 5:16 (READ)
1.
What kind of healing is James referring to here? Although the idea of physical healing (which James mentions in the previous verses) cannot be excluded, the language indicates that he has particularly in mind spiritual healing – the healing of the soul or the healing from spiritual maladies. For the “you” here in v. 16 is not singular but plural. And the word use here for healing can be used both to refer to physical and spiritual healing – 1Pet 2:24 (READ). 
2.
Now, according to James, there has to be a degree of openness and transparency among the members of the church, if they are to pray for one another, and if spiritual healing is to take place in the community of God’s people. Without confessing, there can be no praying; and without praying, there can no spiritual healing. 
3.
Some people find this teaching rather frightening. This teaching, they say, is most liable to abuse. To disclose our faults to one another can create relationship problems like bitterness and suspicion, it can encourage gossip and backbiting, it can lead to quarrels and all sorts of relationship problems. 
a.
In response to that, I will to say, “Yes”. If we are not careful and discreet in confessing our sins to one another, it can create all sorts of relationship problems. However, you cannot throw the baby with the bath water. Throw the bath water but not the baby. 

b.
Illustration: Think of a doctor. He knows that operating on a patient could be dangerous. But why still insist in operating on a patient? Because the procedure, although dangerous, is necessary for the good of the patient. 
c.
This is also true of confessing our sins to one another. It has its dangers, but without it, there will be little praying for one another. And if there is little praying for one another, there will be not much experience of spiritual healing. Therefore, there must be some degree of transparency and openness even in our sins and failure, if much spiritual healing is to take place in the community of God’s people.  

4.
“But how can we avoid the dangers in the practice of confessing our sins to one another?” Let me give just three rule-of-thumb principles.
a.
You are at liberty to confess your sins to others, but not the sins of another, unless you have been authorized to do so, or unless the issue becomes a matter of church discipline. Mt 18:15ff; Pro 17:9; Pro 11:9 (READ). So if you are a struggling wife or husband who wants the prayers of others, confess your sins and not the sins of your spouse, so that others can pray for you. 

b.
You are discreetly to confess your sins only to those who can rightly handle such information. Pro 20:19 (READ). 
c.
You must to confess your sins to those whom you have sins against – Lk 17:3-4 (READ). If one sins against another, there must be the acknowledgment of that sin.  It becomes the duty of the one who sinned to confess that sin to the one whom he has sinned against. 

5.
Arm with these rule-of-thumb principles, church members should foster openness and transparency one with another, in order that they might pray for one another, and in order that much spiritual healing might take place in the community of God’s people. 

6.
And never forget what James say about the prayer of the righteous it can accomplish much.    
Conclusion – So just like pastoral nurture, congregational nurture in general primarily involves: 1) ministering God’s word to one another, 2) praying for one another. These activities must take place if the church is to build itself up in love. 
